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Old Velsor Burying Ground 


I enclose a copy of a list of inter- 
ments, inscriptions, etc., of the old 
Velsor cemetery, copied about 20 
years ago by Miss May Van Cott 
of Wheatley Hills, L.I., and myself. 
We had difficulty in locating this 
cemetery, mentioned in the June 
Forum in Harriet G. Valentine’s 
story, “Among Leaves of Grass.” It 
is overgrown with underbrush in 
woodland a short distance from the 
roadbed graded for the proposed 
extension of the railroad, from 
Syosset to Cold Spring Harbor, 
which, however, was not built. The 
cemetery is also near the Velsor- 
Stillman lane which is a shortcut 
from the Syosset-Cold Spring road 
to the Cold Spring-Woodbury road. 

As the cemetery marks the rest- 
ing place of members of Walt Whit- 
man’s relatives, we copied the 
inscriptions identically, both as to 
spelling and lines, and I would call 
your attention to the fact that the 
wife of John Velsor appears as 
Maron which perhaps should have 
been Marion. (Editor’s Note—To 
conserve space, we are obliged to 
print the epitaphs in paragraph 
form.) 

Thomas 
1864, aged 
das. My 


Velsor, died Jan. 16, 
74 yrs., 9 mos. and 4 
weeping friends remem- 
ber me; And you my children dear 
Live near to God, that when you 
die You may with Christ appear. 

Sarah, Wife of Thomas Velsor, 
died March 1, 1867, age 77 vrs. 9 
mo. & 11 das. Fair dear children 
to you adieu. I can with you no 
lonver stay. My Heavenly Fathe 
invites me home, And why should 
I His call delay. 

In Memory of Sarah E., Daughter 
of Thomas and Sarah Velsor, born 
Sept. 21, 1835, died May 29, 1836. 

Charles Velsor Died March 6, 
1896, aged 82 yrs. 10 mo. and 16 
das. 

Susan L. wife of Charles Velsor, 
Died Aug. 23, 1879, AE 62 yrs, 7 
mo, and 12 da 

Charles E., Son of 
Susan L. Velsor, 
1860, age 17 yrs, 
He called his 


Farewell, dear 


Charles 
Died Nov 
3 mos. & 27 da. 
father to his 
father, I an 


and 


side 
going 
Continue n Page 168 


Funeral Director 


Arthur W. Overton 
Day and Night Service 


172 Main St. Tel. 1085 Islip 














Loans on Bond and 
Mortgage 
Deposits Aecepted by Mail 
First National Bank of Islip 
Member Fed. Deposit Insurance Corp. 




















PHONOGRAPHS 
SUFFOLK AND NASSAU 
AMUSEMENT CO. 


Tel. 2393 Patchogue 











FURNITURE 
Frigidaire 
Home Appliances 


Englander & Simmons 
Sleep Products 


BROWN'S 
Storage Warehouse 


Your Furniture and Appliance Store 
185 Maple St. Phone3l ISLIP, L. I 
Established 1919 

















Highest Grade 


MEATS 
South Side Meat Market 


Stephen Queirolo, Prop. 


At the Triangle Amityville 
Tei. Amityville 212 














LEIGH’S TAXICABS 
MOTOR VANS - STORING 
WAREHOUSE 
Auto Busses For Hire 
Phene Amityville 225 


Near Amityville Depot 























SEPTEMBER 1950 


LONG ISLAND FORUM 


“Ohe Story of a Gigurehead 


HE famous old battleship 
Ohio, destined to serve 
as flagship for both Commo- 
dore Hull and Admiral Farra- 
gut during her long and dis- 
tinguished career in the 
United States Navy, was built 
at the west end of Long Island 
and first slid down the ways 
at the Brooklyn Navy Yard on 
May 30, 1820. Sixty-four 
years later, in July 1884, her 
battered carcass, obsolete and 
stripped of its useful metal, 
Was cremated at Conklin’s 
Point, near Greenport, at the 
easterly end of the island. 
Her figurehead, however, a 
massive hand-carved bust of 
Hercules, Greek mythological 
symbol of courage and 
strength, depicted as twisting 
the tail of the British lion, has 
stood these many years beside 
Montauk highway near the 
Shinnecock Canal, Canoe 
Place. 
At that 


time the 


largest 
vessel of any type ever to be 
docked at Greenport, the Ohio 


into the harbor 
Thursday morning, Novem- 
ber 1, 1883 while scores of old 
mariners who had known her 
in better days looked on, some 
with misty eyes. There were 
no cheers; only the low mur- 
mur of a crowd which had 
gathered to pay tribute to this 
worn-out product of Long 
island craftsmen of an earlier 
generation. 


was towed 


The Ohio was built at a cost 
of 3550,000 by the world’s 
leading naval architect of his 
day, Henry Eckford whose 
remains were interred in the 
graveyard of St. George’s 
Church, Hempstead following 
his death in Turkey while 
crcating that nation’s first 
nevy. The Ohio’s tonnage was 
1250; length, 212 feet; beam. 
50 feet; draught, 20 feet, and 
freeboard, 36 feet. Her decks 
were aft quarter, spar or 
main, upper gun, lower gun, 
orlop and main. At her ex- 
treme stern was a light gallery 


By Dr. olare NCe -A. Wood 
projecting aft. Conspicuous 
at her bow was the hand 
carved figurehead of Hercules. 

Pierced for 120 guns, her 
usual armament was 84 guns. 
In service she carried 1100 
bluejackets and officers. Dur- 
ing the Mexican and the Civil 
Wars she assigned to 
also serving at various times 
as flagship of the Mediter- 
ranean and the Pacific squad 
rons. Aboard her had served 
Hull and Farragut 
such distinguished naval offi 
cers as Dupont, Porter, Wilkes 

(of Arctic achievements) 
Morris, Bailey, Jones, Worden 
and Davis. 

During the Gold Rush years 
of 1848 and °49 she cruised of 
the West The chief 


Was 


besides 


Coast 


problem 
squadron 
modore 


then, reported her 

commander, Com- 
Thomas A. Catesby 
Jones, was to keep members 
of her crew from deserting 
and joining the hordes of 
landsmen who were seeking 
treasure in the California 
hills. When on one occasion 
two would-be deserters badly 
mauled an officer in an at- 
tempt to reach shore, follow- 
ing their drumhead_ court- 
martial they were strung up 
on the Ohio's yardarms and 
their lifeless bodies left to 
dangle there as a warning to 
others. 

The Ohio was renowned for 
her great speed. Homeward 
bound to the East Coast 
around Cape Horn in 1850, 
made knots in 24 
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Reminders 


Pleasure Boat Insurance Specialist 
GEORGE C. 

134A Broadway, 
Amityville Phone 1688 (Res. 855) 


BARTH 


next to Post Office 


Automotive Supplies 
E. Clayton Smith, jobber.  Re- 
placement parts, tools and equip- 
ment. 218-220 East Main Street, 
Babylon. Tel. 551. 


Imperial Washable Wallpapers 
Moore’s Paints and Varnishes, Duco 
and Nu-Enamel, Artists’ Materials. 
Gus Schmidt, 74 East Main St., 
Patchogue. 


Visitors Welcome 

The General Museum-Library of 
the Suffolk County Historical So- 
ciety, at Riverhead, is open daily 
(except Sundays and _ Holidays) 
from one to five P. M. 

Visitors always welcome (no 
charge) at this educational insti- 
tution where items connected with 
Long Island’s history, culture and 
natural sciences are on display. 


Funeral Home 
GEORGE C. WHITE 
Established 1894 
34 Park Ave. Tel. 208 Bay Shore 


Fuel Oil - Coal 
Swezey Coal & Feed Co. 
Tels. Patchogue 270 - Port Jeffer- 


Grain 


son 555 
Dodge-Plymouth Sales-Service 
Distributors for Firestone Products 
TERRY BROTHERS 
420 W. Main St. Tel. 109 Patchogue 


For Satisfaction 
The Islip Sanitary Laundry, Inc., 
Saxon Ave. at Union St., Islip. 
Phones Islip 2206 and Bay Shore 
432 


Booklet 


Toonervilles 
Empire State 
Island trolley histories. 100 
pages, 11 pictures. $1.25  post- 
paid. Felix Reifschneider, Box 
774, Orlando, Florida. 


For Sale 


the 
Long 


Trolleys of 
contain 


and 


CHorum_. 


Continued From Page 166 























Long Island Books 
Our Specialty 
Out-of-Print Books on all Subjects 
IRA J. FRIEDMAN 
215 Main St, Port Washington 
Tel. POrt Washington 7-3547 

BOOKS BOUGHT 











home. I am going home to Heaven 
above to join the Heavenly Choir. 

Thomas Wesley, son of 
& Susan L. Velsor, Died 
1847, age 8 yrs, 8 da. 

In memory of Mary, wife of 
George Velsor, Died Noy. 17, 1870, 
age <7 yrs, 7 mo. 15 day. 

In memory of Georgie W., son 
of George and Mary Velsor, died 
Nov. 18, 1869, aged 1 yr, 2 mo. 

In Loving Memory of W. Sher- 
man Velsor, Born Sept. 10, 1868, 
died June 9, 1894. Asleep in Jesus, 
blessed sleep. From which none 
ever wake to weep 


Charle 
Dec. 4, 


In memory of Steven W. Velsor 
who departed this life Jan. 15, 
1826, age 32 yrs, 5 mo, & 25 das. 
Treasure that heart whose warmest 
thrill Was all for me, tis cold and 
still. Yet tis sweet to think that 
mine Will mingle fond again with 
thine. Again thy wife will on thy 
bosom rest And in Reunion 
Reunion blest. 

Maron, wife of John Velsor, died 
April 7, 1824 in the 35th year of 
her age. 

John, son of John & Maron Per- 
kins, died May 21, 1828, age 1 yr, 
1 mo, 8 da. 

(Plain gray 
tion.) 

A. S. R., J. M. R. (no other in- 
scription on this stone.) 

John Mott, Born May 27, 
died Aug. 26, 1886. At Rest. 

Mary E. Mott, Born Oct. 6, 
Died Jan. 2, 1878. At Rest. 

(Field Stone. No inscription.) 

Naomy, Wife of Cornelius Vel- 
Died Feb. 15, 1826, aged 63 
yrs. 1 mo. 28 das. When this you 
see, Remember me 

Sarah E., wife of Thomas I). Car- 
penter and daughter of Charles & 
Susan L. Velsor, Died Sept. 21, 
1866, AE 28 yrs. 3 mos. & 20 das. 

Ada H., daughter of Thomas I) 
& Sarah E. Carpenter. Died June 
22, 1865, age 8 mo. & 12 da 

In Memory of Sarah E., wife of 
John ID). Velsor and daughter of 
Edgar & Harriet A. Hewlett, who 


rise 


stone, no 


inserip- 


1809, 


1814, 


sor, 
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Reminders 


Hallocks: Descendants 

of Peter, can get Coat-of-Arms on 
Cardboard now. $1 each. Messenger 
Printery, Smithtown Branch, L. I. 


Opticians and Photo Dealers 
PICKUP & BROWN, Inc. 
18 Deer Park Ave. Tel. 927 Babylon 
Complete Optical Shop on Premises 
Cameras and Photographic Supplies 
Retail and Wholesale 


Wines and Liquors 


Large assortment of 
Brands at the Lowest Possible 
Prices and in various size con- 
tainers to suit your needs. Emile 
“Bill” Losi, Park Ave. and Ireland 
Place, Amityville. 


Popular 


“Old Father Goose” 
written by a Long Islander, printed 
on Long Island, illustrated by L. I. 
Artist. $3. Messenger Printery, 
Smithtown Branch, L. I 








NICHOLS 
RUG CLEANING 
Freeport 
8 E. Sunrise Highway Tel. 8-1212 
Rug and Furniture Cleaning 














**The Fame Behind the Name"’ 


HARDER 


Extermination Service, Inc. 


Termite Control, Mothproof- 
ing and all other services 
Phone Nearest Office 


Patchogue 1 Huntington 2304 
Hempstead 3966 Riverhead 2943 


F, Kenneth Harder 
President 


Robert Troup 
Vice-President 


























BANK AND BORROW AT 


THE PEST MAMI BANK 


OF BAY 


128 West Main Street 
Mecober Fedora! Deposit |asaraece Corporation 


SHORE 
Bay Shore, N. Y. 


Member Federal Resares Sytem 


Free Town Parking Field in Our Block 


Bank by Mail 


Open Friday Nights 6:30 to 8 
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OST people are so accus- 
tomed to think of clay 
as “mere mud” that many are 
unaware of its importance 
and manifold uses today and 
in the past. Before 1900 clay 
was used for producing many 
necessities of life. The early 
settlers could hardly have 
found a substitute, for clay 
furnished material for chim- 
neys, ovens, foundations and 
numerous household utensils. 

The clays of Long Island 
were accessible, fairly abund- 
ant, and varied in their char- 
acter, as to be adapted to vari- 
ous useful purposes. White 
clay was used in pottery and 
pipes, and red and brown 
clays were suitable for stone 
ware as well as for coarse 
pottery and bricks. Ocherous 
clay was utilized for yellow 
pigments. About 1900 there 
were twenty-five operating 
clay pits on Long Island. 

The clay deposits near 
Huntington were used at a 
very early date. On East Neck, 
near Halesite, a deposit of 
white clay with superior qual- 
ity was used by a pottery in 
Huntington. In 1676-1680 the 
clays of West Neck, on the 
east shore of Cold Spring Har- 
bor, are recorded as being 
used for brick-making. Since 
then, this deposit was worked 
intensively from time to time. 
In 1900 the clay bank was ex- 
cavated to a height of 100 feet. 
The lower brown clays were 
used for coarser grades of 
pottery, and the upper red 
clays together with the over- 
lying sand were used for the 
manufacture of bricks’ in 
vards adjacent to the bank. 
These yards were operated in- 
dividually by Dr. O. Jones and 
Crossman Bros. The product, 
which often reached five mil- 
lion per annum, was loaded on 
schooners and sent to New 
England and New York. 

Another early brick yard 
was reported in the hills one 
mile north of Jamaica. The 


clay was described as an im- 
perfect sand brick earth, and 
the production was approxi- 
mately 300,000 per year. On 
the north shore, the western- 
most deposit on Long Island 
was at Elm Point, one and one 
half miles northwest of Great 
Neck. Here a bed of stone 
ware clay about 30 feet thick 
and overlain by 20 feet of 
gravel was worked until 1900 


_— 
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“Ohe Island’s (Play Industry 


By Maynard M. Nu hals, Jr. 


bore a most excellent reputa- 
tion as regards its refractory 
qualities and was used for 
only the finest grades of pot- 
tery and stoneware. 

In the spring of 1898 a de- 
posit was opened on the north 
shore of Mosquito Cove direct- 
ly opposite Carpenter’s pit 
but owing to the large amount 
of organic matter in the sandy 
gray clay it was found im- 
possible to make bricklets 
free from flaws. 


Bricks Made at Lake Grove by Charles W. Hawkins, Examined Many Years Later by 


Sons Samuel 


when too numerous Cave - ins 
stopped operations. Much of 
the clay was used by the Terra 
Cotta Company at Raven- 
wood, Long Island, and some 
was shipped to Boston for 
clay pipe manufacture. 

Near Glen Cove at the 
mouth of the Cove was a de- 
posit of white and pink colored 
clay and “Kaolin”, a_ felds- 
pathic clay,  interstratified 
with layers of quartz pebbles. 
This deposit was operated by 
Carpenter Bros. The clay was 
used chiefly for stoneware and 
for the manufacture of stove 
linings at Stamford, Conn 
The white quartz pebbles were 
crushed and ground for fire 
sand, and like the kaolin was 
graded and sold. The sand 


left) and Morris 


On Center Island in Oyster 
Bay and at East Williston 
small deposits of somewhat 
inferior clay were worked for 
the manufacture of bricks. 
Clays of different grades were 
mixed together and tempered 
with sand or coal dust. The 
bricks were dried in an open 
yard and fired in wood-burn- 
ing stove-kilns. 

On the East side of Little 
Neck near Centerport, the 
Northport Clay and Fire Sand 
Company operated an exten- 
sive series of pits. The mate- 
rial was shipped to New Eng- 
land stoneware centers at New 
Haven, Stamford, Norwalk, 
and Hartford. Most Long 
Island clays were mixed with 
New Jersey clays in propor- 


164 
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tion of one to three. The sandy 
nature of Long Island clay 
prevented cracking due _ to 
shrinkage as in the New Jer- 
sey clay. 

Near Fort Salonga and 
Freshpond were three smal] 
brickyards, one inactive in 
1900. R. Sammis obtained 
clay from outcrops along the 
shore and hauled it in carts 
some distance to his yard. A 
mile east, G. Longbottom ex- 
cavated clay for bricks and 
shipped the product to Con- 
necticut by schooner. 

West of Greenport on the 
shore of Pikes’ Cove, the Long 
Island Brick Co. worked a 
clay bank 24 feet high. It was 
a glacial deposit of red clay 
and was used for brick. Simi- 
lar to this deposit was another 
two miles east of Southold, 
operated by C. L. Sanford. 

About one and one _ half 
miles east of Southold a bed 
of mottled blue clay was used 
for a number of years in mak- 
ing flower pots. 

Clay workings were also 
reported near Sag Harbor, 
Port Jefferson and Southamp- 
ton and an extensive one on 
Fishers Island. 

At Farmingdale, a_ mile 
north of the village, is located 
a still operating clay pit, now 
about one-third mile in dia- 
meter and 65 feet deep. It 
was opened in 1872 by the 
Stewart Company for bricks. 
Near the turn of the century 
the Garden City Brick Co. op- 
erated the yard and modern- 
ized it extensively. These 
bricks were all dry pressed 
and were shipped by rail 
chiefly to Brooklyn. In July 
1899 the company made a 
large opening in the base of a 
hill one-half mile northwest 
of West Deer Park station. 
The clay here was loaded on 
carts and hauled to a railroad 
siding where it was trans- 
ported four miles westward to 
the works and mixed with 
other clay for brick. Shortly 
after 1900 the Garden City 
Brick Co. opened a pit at Glen 
Head. This was abandoned in 
1941 when the clay “ran out’. 

Also in the vicinity of West 
Deer Park station, two pits 


supplied clay for manufactur- 
ing hollow bricks and terra 
cotta. In 1900 this was the 
only yard on Long Island 
using coal for fuel. The pro- 
duct was shipped to distant 
points. The clay banks at 
Deer Park exhibited a wide 
variety of colors. 

The cost of producing 
bricks in 1900 varied consid- 
erably, depending on a variety 
of circumstances, such as 
method of manufacture, cost 
of labor, and the locality. If 
natural drainage was not on 
hand, underground § springs 
and runoff often filled the clay 
workings with water necessi- 
tating pumping which added 
to the costs considerably. 
Where the soft mud process 
was used almost exclusively 
the average cost was $3.00 per 
thousand. (Today the cost is 
about $33.00 per thousand.) 

The general geology of Long 
Island clays is not complex. 
In the western part the char- 
acter of the sediments, to- 
gether with the fossil leaves, 
lignite, and diatoms, tell us 
that the clays represent shal- 
low marine and _ brackish 
water deposits (of the semi- 
delta type) of Cretaceous age 
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(100 million years old). On 
eastern Long Island the clays 
are Pleistocene interglacial 
deposits of a silty character. 
An interesting phenomenon is 
the tilting and folding of the 
clay strata on the north shore 
due to glacial action. In many 
places the ice sheet excavated 
the sides of the deep narrow 
harbors and carried the exca- 
vated material into the adja- 
cent hills. 

In 1900 Long Island clay 
beds were looked upon as hav- 
ing a promising future. The 
material was considered of 
good quality and it had an 
added value of being near 
waterways or railroads which 
led to the principal cities of 
eastern United States. 

That the clays of Long 
Island are now comparatively 
undeveloped is due chiefly to 
economic conditions. The sub- 
stitution of lighter more dur- 
able materials has_ steadily 
reduced the demand for ar- 
ticles made from clay. The in- 
vention of Portland cement, 
followed by a century of im- 
provements in manufacture 
and use, also played a part in 
the abandonment of many clay 
pits. 








Panther 


Airplanes for the | 


Grumman Aircraft Engineering Corp’n 
Bethpage, Long Island, N. Y. 


Designers and Manufacturers of the 
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“Ghe Story of 
a Gigurehead 


Continued from page 167 


hours which, exceeding 14 
nautical miles per hour, was 
che equivalent of 16 land miles. 
‘When her years of usefulness 
were considered past, she was 
sold by Uncle Sam to Israel L. 
Snow of Rockland, Maine, for 
$17,100. From him a group of 
Long Islanders purchased her 
for $20,000. These men in- 
cluded, from _ Greenport, 
Thomas F. Price, big scale 
bunker fisherman; John T. 
Gallup, tinsmith and _ later 
postmaster ; Samuel P. Hedges 
and Samuel Salata, and from 
Riverhead, David S. Vail, 
George W. Cooper and J. Hen- 
ry Perkins, for many years 
sheriff and county treasurer. 

When on Sunday, October 
28, 1883, the condemned vessel 
was towed away from the Bos- 
ton Navy Yard by the tugs 
Luther C. Ward and the Ger- 
mania, many ships anchored 
nearby whistled their fare- 
well. Captain S. Truman 
Preston, ship chandler of 
Greenport and father of my 
own boyhood friend, George 
B. Preston, with the tempor- 
ary rank of “Admiral” 
brought the Ohio to Long 
Island. Among the Long 
Islanders who assisted him on 
this voyage were Thomas F. 
Price, chief engineer; Walter 
Wells, cashier; J. B. Brown, 
steward, and William Foster, 
watchman. 

As later described, the pas- 
sage was not without excite- 
ment. A gale struck off Cape 
Cod, “the graveyard of ships,” 
and as the boilers leaked, 
making the steam pumps use- 
less, all hands spent an entire 
night endeavoring to keep the 
ship afloat. The one time 
“battlewagon” rolled so heav- 
ily during the gale that the 
mess hall tables were swept 
clear of dishes. That a tre- 
mendous humpback whale fol- 
lowed the ship between Chris- 
tian Light and Pullock Reef 
added to the dismay of some 


of the more superstitious 
crewmen who claimed this to 
be a very bad omen. 
Nevertheless, the Ohio even- 
tually passed Gardiner’s Light 
about midnight of Wednesday, 
October 31 and, it being too 
dark to enter Greenport har- 
bor, she dropped her seven 
thousand pound anchor oppo- 
site Ram Island. From there 
the next morning she was 
towed to the Greenport dock 
to serve for several months as 
an exhibit to those who wished 
to examine her inards—at so 
much per head. In the spring, 
stripped of salable parts, she 
was towed to Conklin’s Point. 
Here, superintended by 
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away. And there, as the initial 
explosion occurred .and the 
Ohio’s sides were ripped asun- 
der, an iron bolt from the ship 
struck Corey on the head. The 
only person injured in all that 
throng, he was rushed to his 
home, accompanied by Dr. 
Tredwell Ireland, and there he 
died three hours later, a hu- 
man sacrifice, perhaps, to 
Mars, the God of Wars, who 
couldn’t have been happy over 
the fate meted out to one of 
his great warships. 

Corey was a_ prominent 
member of the Greenport Fire 
Department which held 
memorial services before his 
funeral in the Baptist Church 








Old Inn Whose Proprietor Procured and Mounted Figurehead 


Samuel Salata and Robert N. 
Corey, a gang of men _ pro- 
ceeded to prepare her funeral 
pyre. Three workmen, Burns, 
Jerret and Wines helped dis- 
tribute charges of dynamite 
to hasten the demolition as the 
fire spread. A large crowd was 
on hand early Saturday morn- 
ing, July 26, to watch “Bob” 
Corey light the fuse. Specta- 
tors later reported that the old 
hulk looked especially grim, 
as though resenting this final 
touch of ignominy. One ima- 
ginative onlooker claimed to 
have heard an angry snarl 
issuing from the_ vessel’s 
deserted hold 

In any case, having applied 
the torch, Corey ran to join a 
group of fellow workmen 
crouching some eighty paces 


some days later. It so hap- 
pened that a number of volun- 
teer firemen from Milford, 
across the sound, and from 
Brooklyn, were cruising near 
Greenport at the time and, 
having been holding a number 
of vocal concerts aboard their 
yacht, attended the memorial 
services and rendered a then 
popular refrain entitled 
“Goodbye, Brother.” 

The deceased was the son of 
William D. Corey, Greenport 
spar-maker, and his’ wife 
Nancy E. Eldridge, daughter 
of William Eldridge of Sag 
Harbor. Fred B. Corey, presi- 
dent of the First National 
Bank of Greenport, was an- 
other son. There was also a 
daughter, Edith Corey. 

The Ohio’s figurehead was 
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removed before the ship was 
burned and was sold to one 
Aldrich, a resident of Aque- 
bogue, for ten dollars, who in 
turn sold it for fifteen dollars 
to the then proprietor of the 
Canoe Place Inn, Miles Car- 
penter. In its day, the figure- 
head was considered a fine 
piece of workmanship which, 
indeed, it’ was. Produced by 
Dodge & Sharpe, well known 
wood carvers of New York, its 
original cost was $1,500. An 
inscription on the pedestal 
now supporting the massive 
bust states that 


“the maid who kisses his 
mighty cheek 

Will meet her fate within a 
week ; 

The one who presses his fore- 
head, 

In less than a year will wed. 

No maid, no matron ever 
taunted 

Him with refusing what he 
wanted.” 

From the Ohio’s metal was 
cast the bell which for many 
vears has hung in the steeple 
of the Greenport Methodist 
Church. 
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We’ve Never Paid Less Than 


* 1 %, INTEREST 
2 /O 


DIVIDEND 
and your savings are insured up to $5,000 





Write today for our handy save-by-mail kit 


Suffolk County Federal 
Savings and Loan 








Association 


Cadman H. Frederick, President 
Main Street Tel. 600 Babylon, N. Y. 


Member Federal Home Loan Bank of New York 





Member Federal Savings & Loan Insurance Corporation, 
Washington, D. C. 














Custom Builders 
Bu n H no ¢ 
900 Merrick Road 
Nassau Shores, L. 1, N.Y. 
Wim. F. Trautwein 
Sayville (425-w MAssapequs 6-2920 








Auto Radiators Repaired, Recored and Boiled Out 
Electric Motors—Rewinding and Rebuilding 


AMITYVILLE BATTERY & IGNITION SERVICE, Ine. 


Broadway and Avon Place Phones 1174 - 2095 


Amityville 

















The Bowne House 
Historical Society 


Charles S. Colden, President 


presents 
The Bowne House 
Built 1661 
Bowne St. and Fox Lane 
FLUSHING, N. Y 
\ Shrine to Religious Freedon 
ADMISSION FREE 


Sponsored by 
Halleran Agency 
Realtors 
Flushing, New York 





SEPTEMBER 1950 


“Paupers, 


W ae E some of us per- 


haps realize that Wad- 
ing River is only partly in the 
Town of Brookhaven’ few 
know that, as Mr. Osborn 
Shaw once said, it was a 
pauper that changed the town 
line there in the year 1709. 
Here is the record: 


“At a meeting of ye Trus- 
tecs of Brookhaven upon the 
3rd Day of May, 1709, (There 
were seven trustees present 
some of whom were my ances- 
tors) upon ye application of 
James Reave, in behalf of ye 
Town of Southhold in Rever- 
ance to defray ye charge of 
keeping John Rogers, it was 
agreed (that) upon between 
ye said James Reave on ye one 
part, in ye behalf of Southold, 
and ye Trustes cf Brookhaven 
on ye other part, that ye 
Towne of Brookhaven shall be 
acquitted and fully Discharged 
from all charges whatsoever 
that now is or shall hereafter 
be conserning ve said John 
Rogers, his keeping or care, 
on ve condition that ye Town 
of Breoxhaven afore said, Doe 
Resigne unto ye Town of 
Southold all their patent Right 
of ye Land and meadow on 
ve East side of ye waiding 
Ri and pay unto ye 


liver, also 


said James Reave four pounds 


in current money, at his house, 
for the use of ye Town of 
Southhold, at or before ye 
29th of September next, ensu- 
ing Date hereof.” 

Of course 
those days, 


land was cheap in 
but I would like to 
know just the amount of land 
the Town of Brookhaven 
parted with forever, to take 
core of one pauper who was 
likly old, and had not long to 
live. I don’t know how the 
vote went, or if my ancestors 
voted for it; if they did I do 
not think they showed as good 
judgment as they showed in 
othcr matters. 

Slavery came early to 
Brookhaven. In 1672, Robert 
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Slaves and‘ Punctuality 


By Kate W. Strong 


Hudson of 
man named 
belonged to John 
Rye, to Richard Floyd of 
Brookhaven. Two men were to 
look him over and guarantee 
him sound in “‘wiend and 
lime’. For him Richard Floyd 
was to pay to Alexander Brian 
of Milford 48 pounds sterling 
in two installments, “ 
soe to pay 


Rye sold a 
Antony, 


negro 
who had 
( yoedon ot 


and al- 
10 shillings here in 


barrels of whale oil in good 
thick casks to be delivered 
“aboute unkachaunk upon the 
beach.” The value was 38 
pounds. 

Punctuality at meetings was 
a must in those early days. In 
1701 if a Trustee was an hour 
late, he would be fined 3 shil- 
lings, in 1704 it was one bitt 
for one hour and 2 bitts if they 
stayed away all day. In 1698 
failure to appear at Town 
Meeting meant a forfeit of 2 





hud 
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The Old “County Poor House 


this towne, and lett his hors« 
go to Southould gratis, it is to 
be understecod the pay be in 
wheat or pork and beafe at 
machants price.” 

This was signed by Hudson 
and Floyd. Why the money or 
rather goods was to be paid 
to Brian in Hudson | 
cannot find out, or what 
Floyd’s horse going gratis to 
Southold had to do with it. 
Any Way, Richard Floyd did 
not keep Antony long, for in 
two years we find him selling 
him to John Hurd of Strat 
ford, Ct 

Here is a still earlier 
transaction. Isaac Rainer of 
Southampton sold a negro man 
named Sa John 
Thomas of elles 
brookhaven” nineteen 


te ad of 


slave 


m boe to 
“Setakett 
for 





at Yaphank 


shillings and 6 pence. Later, 
i Trustee had to forfeit a pint 
of rum as penalty for absence. 
During prohibition days of 
the 1900's this ancient provi- 
sion was repealed as very 
widely noted in newspapers 
throughout the country. 








| Farmingdale 
Federal Savings 
AND . . 
Loan Association 
birst Mortgage Loans 
Insured Savings 
Interest 2',.% Dividend 
341 Conklin Street 


FARMINGDALE, N. Y. 
Phone Farmingdale 2-0057 
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Leading Real Estate Brokers of 





Sayville 


Lillian H. Robinson, Realtor 
Real Estate, Insurance, 
Furnished Cottages 
Farms - Homes - Acreage 
169 W. Main St. Tel. Sayville 19 
Member of L. I. Rea! Estate Board 


Munsey Park 


See Wile for 
Worth While Real Estate 
Genera! Brokerage 
Manhasset and vicinity 
DAVID T. WILE JR. & CO. 
3393 Northern Blvd. Manhasset 667 


Mineola 


J. ALFRED VALENTINE 
Real Estate - Insurance 
148 Mineola Boulevard 
Phone Garden City 7-7200 


Hicksville 
SEAMAN & EISEMANN, Ine. 
Real Estate 
90 Broadway Tel 


Insurance 

Hicksville 600 
Farmingdale 

Factory Sites, Buildings 

Sosa, 291 Conklin St., 

Real Estate Broker. 


See Grey 
Farmingdale. 


Tel. Farmingdale 321 


Riverhead 
DUGAN REALTY COMPANY 
Eastern Long Island Country 
Places along Ocean, Sound, 
Peconic, Shinnecock Bays. 
Port Washington 
HOWARD C. HEGEMAN 
Real Estate and Insurance 
176 Main Street 
Te POrt Washington 7-3124 
Freeport 
JOHN J. RANDALL 
Freeport Estate 
Appraisals 
Freeport 5256 


Real 
Management 
200 W. Sunrise Hy. 
Bellport 
CHARLES C. MACKLE 
Real Estate Insurance 
Montauk Highway 
Te Be port 2 








Cash and Carry 
Service 15% Off 
UNQUA LAUNDRIES 
Phone Amityville 1348 
Dixon Avenue Copiague 
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died Aug. 18 
mo, 16 da. 
An Infant Son of 
ivrah E. Velsor. 
(Nine Graves 
only). 
(Several 
either stones o1 
Signed by Renvil 
Oyster Bay 


1857, age 
John 1). and 


marked by stakes 
graves unmarked by 
stakes. ) 

le Silleck Smith, 
, July 6, 1950 


Saxton (Sexton), Post, Powell 

Information requested 

Parents and children of CALEB 
SAXTON, Wife, Isabella. Will 
Queens County, 1816 Had Ben 
jamin, b 4 Oyster Bay 

Perents id children of 
LON SAXTON and wife P 
and Elizabeth Saxton the E 
Sold land in Islip 1786—to ¢ 
(?)—Sheriff in Is lip, 1776 

Parents and children of 
MIAH SAXTON, 1 Sara at the 
Presbyterian Church, Huntington, 
by Pastor Case, No 17, 1751 
Also Caleb, Nov. 17, 1751 and 
Sybilaha, March 9, 1755 

Parents of JOHN ANI MARY 
SAXTON—Smithtown School In 
spector, 1716. William H., 
died August 16, 

Parents of NATHANIEL SAX 
TON, Saratoga, N. Y., d. 1853, m. 
Susan (7), be 1767, d. 1855, who 
had Nathanie r., John, Thomas, 
Reuben, Ge a and a daughter 

Leonard Sullivan, 


oadway, New York 6. 


sA- 


> 
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1 
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Famous Prosser Pines 
For untold years the fa 
Prosser Pines near Yaphank have 
flovrished in their grandeur It 
seems fitting that hould 
le done to preserve their beauty 
for the rene tions to come I 
understand that they are pn 
vately owned, but isn’t there some 
roadside committee or other public 
spirited group whicl 
proach the i 
to ecure these ! 

1 public preserve 

For tho e who do not know : 
these rare white pines, I 
that they make a pilgrimage to the 
spot one-half mile south of Route 

at the Middle Island traffic 

The pines are on the east 
of the road, about 100 feet 
back. 

The air the is filled with the 
fragrance pines and any 
Visitor will well repaid for 
driving out to see hen 

(Miss) Julia M. Fanning, 


133-23 39th Street, Flushing 


mous 


something 


owne 


ibout 
suggest 


Nassau Shores, Massapequa 


GILMAN J. COLLAMORE 
Licensed Realtor 
Merrick and Unqua Roads 
Massapequa 2297 and 940 





Commack 
JOHN W. NOTT 
Established 1925 
Country Homes - Farms - Acreage 
Jericho Tpk Tel. Commack 2268 


Huntington 


HENRY A. MURPHY 
INSURING AGENCY, Ine. 
Real Estate, Insurance, Mortgage 
Loans, Appraisals 
Steamship Tickets 
Cornelius L. Murphy Tel. Hunt. 176 





Ww —— 


HAROLD S. ISHAM 
All Lines of Insurance 
Real Estate 
Straight Path, Wyandanch 
Tel. Farmingdale 59-F31 


ae Mastic - 
BENJAMIN G. HERRLEY 
Realtor - Insuror - Appraisor 
Montauk Highway 
Phone Center Moriches 86 
Glen Head 
M. 0. POWELL 
Real Estate - Insurance 
Tel. Glen Cove 491 
Glenwood Rd., near Glen Cove Rd. 





Westhampton Beach 


EDWARD H. ROGERS, Realtor 
Ocean, Bay and Sound Frontage, 
Acreage, Summer Residences for 
sale and rent. 

Phone West Hampton 1827 


~ Central Islip 
ROBERT E. O’DONOHUE 
Carleton Ave. Tel. 6317 Central Islip 
Real Estate Insurance 
Established 1911 





~ Blue Point 
E. H. NOBLE 
Real Estate - Insurance 
Blue Point Ave., opp. Brick Church 
Tel. Blue Point 901 & 1668-9 


____ Northport 


EDW ARD BIALL A 
Edwin N. Rowley Inc. 
Real Estate Insurance 
Appraisals 
74 Main Street Northport 108 
Member of L. I. Real Estate Board 
Port Jefferson Station 


CARL HEYSER, JR. 
Real Estate, 
Developments 

Port Jefferson 419 


Insurance 


Main St 
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Long Island’s Suburban Homeland 





Uniondale 
PETER P. ROCCHIO 
The Town Agency For 
Real Estate and Insurance 
889 Nassau Road, Uniondale 
Phone HEmpstead 2-6858 
Patchogue 


Realtors—Insurors 


JOHN J. ROE & SON 
125 E. Main St. Patchogue 2300 


Glen Cove 


HAROLD A. JACKSON CO. 
Insurance and Real Estate 
7 W. Glen Street Telephone 4-1500 


Westbury 


HAMILTON R. HILL 
Insurance - Real Estate 
WEstbury 7-0108 249 Post Ave. 
For Westbury and Vicinity 


Floral Park 


EDMUND D. PURCELL 
REALTOR 
Sales - Appraisals - Insurance 
111 Tyson Ave. Floral Park 388 
Lake Ronkonkoma 
CLIFFORD R. YERK 
Lots, Farms, Shore F rontage 


Homes Acreage 
Rosedale Ave. and Richmond Blvd 
Pelephones Ronkonkoma 8543 and 8859 


Setauket 
STEPHEN YATES 
Land, Farms, Shore Fronts 
in Suffolk County 
Old Field Road Setauket 225 


” BENJI. T. WEST 


Real Estate -Insurance 


EAST /ETAUKET 
Long Island, New York 
Tel. 101 Setauket J 














Unqua Agency, Inc. 
General Insurance 
Real Estate 
GORDON W. FRASER, Mer. 
199-A Broadway, Amityville Tel. 376 
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Recalls Old Brooklyn 


After reading the article in the 


May Forum, by John Tooker, I am 
sure that I must have known him, 
as I knew most of the engineers 
and firemen on the old P. P. & 
C. I. R. R., from 9th Ave. and 20th 
Street in Brooklyn, and recall the 
big fire that cleaned things up 
proper, horses, cars and buildings. 

I used to live at 20th Street, near 
the John Klien Monumental Works, 
and remember the old Gunther 
Railroad when it started from 
about 28th Street on Fifth Ave. 
and the building of the Ell; after 
that the R. R. started from 36th 
Street. We used to go to West 
Brooklyn and remember as a_ boy 
that there was a bad wreck on that 
road, near 36th Street 

We used to go to Coney Island 
and rented boats from Riley on the 
creek, and caught crabs back of 
old Unionville It’s all filled in 
now. Also recall the Ell fron 
Brighton to Manhattan Beach. We 
would pass the old car building 
shops of, I believe, Stevenson, nea: 
sath. I used to love to watch the 
bright new cars in there and have 
many relatives buried in the old 
18th Ave. Cemetery 

Recall the old road along the 
bluffs at Fort Hamilton, and the 
big hotel there that burned down; 
it was called the Grand Union I 
think, but may he wrong. Road 
was closed in 1898 (Spanish War 
days). 

While attending old number 10 
school, I recall going upstairs to 
look over the bay, and saw the 
big Marine Parade, when the 
Statue of Liberty was dedicated 

Remember the big hotels at Man- 
hattan Beach that were moved 
back in flat cars and pulled by 
locomotives. I had the honor of 
serving at the U. S. Coast Guard 
Training Station there as a men 
ber of the “Temps” in 1944. 

Recall riding on the old Mosquito 
Fleet, (Horse cars) to Coney 
Island. What a trip that was 

My wife’s father carved most of 
the figures on the Fort Hamilton 
Avenue entrance to Greenwood 
Cemetery 

l. S. Stiver 


Samoset, Florida 


He Knew the Sperry’s 


Eugene S. Griffing 
The following notes of my pe 
sonal busine experiences with 
the Sperry Gyrescope Co., as ; 
builder may be of interest to Mr 
Preston R. Bassett, whose “Island’ 
Conti 


i 


Wantagh 


W. J. JORGENSEN 
Realtor — Appraisals 
Tel. Wantagh 2210 
East Quogue 
GEO. H. JONES 
Real Estate and Insurance 
Montauk Highway 
Telephone East Quogue 960 
(See Display Advertisement) 
Babylon 
CHARLES F. PFEIFLE 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 
Lots - Plots - Acreage 
. Main St., nr. Lake Babylon 644 


Center Moriches 


AUGUST STOUT, JR. 
teal Estate - Insurance 


Main Street Center Moriches 400 


Great Neck 


A, LONG ISLAND 
Wher REAL. ESTATE 
City Line to Montauk Point 
Listings of real estate wanted 
all over Long Island. 

Sales offices 310 North Blvd. 
Lake Success, Great Neck 
Tel. Great Neck 5614 
Mattituck 8434 


West Hempstead 
CHARLES H. LANGDON 
Realtor and Insurance 
224 Hempstead Turnpike 


Telephone Hempstead 3361-2-3 


Garden City 


BULMLeY ¢ HORTON (P- 


Sr yn and Long Island's Larges 
asl k Long 1 rea est 
Real Estate Organization” 


i21 Franklin Ave Tel. Garden City 7-6400 











A. H. PURSER 
A. W. Brierley Agency 
Real Estate - Insurance 
ESTABLISHED 1898 
287 Fulton Ave. 
HEmpstead 2-0063 





(Amity Harbor 


HERB BOMBARD 

mer and All Year Homes 
Water Front Lots 

c Rd Tel. Amityville 2650 
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St. James 
HAROLD B. 
Estate Mortgages 
North Country Rd 


St. James 284 


HINCKEN 
Insurance 
, 20A 
and 6910 


Real 


Hampton Bays 


JOHN H. SUTTER 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 
1 East Main Street 
Telephone 42 


Smithtown Branch 


For Smithtown Real Estate 
consult 


DEUTZMAN 


rel. Smithtown 


LARRY REALTOR 
‘ 1010 
Merrick 


TOM 
Realtor 


ABBOTT 
Insurance 
29 West Sunrise Highway 


Pel. FReey 


rt S-US9Y9 








Headquarters 


FOR 
Home Owners 
LUMBER 
HARDWARE 
TOOLS 














Home Appliances 
| Wall Paper 


Paint 
Nassau Suffolk 


LUMBER & BUPPLY 


Nine Convenient Locations 


on Long Island 














Long Island Forum Index 


Island Forum, years 

About 40 pages 
Marguerite V 
3 


Public 


Collection, 
Library, 
Lone by photo 


postpaid. Order 
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Part in World Aviatior I have 
read with interest in the Foruw 
Early in t Spring of 1914 M 
Elme on Li 
B. Sperr ‘ to Bay 
received 
Charle 
hanya 
tront oO 
Gabl 
The 
hangar to hous 
aercplane, as they 
a temporary nature 








Spe ind } 


wanted 


agreed upon and the hangar was 
used a ummel! Mr. and M 
Meyer and mar other pron 
cilizer W ken f 
the ai 

In the 
Sperry 
designed ‘ 
but this 


a northeast 


inent 


storn 


taking everything 
in November) 
and a heavy t 
hanwa! 

Mi 
self and 
vaged wht 
much e1 
Sper 


tim 


dinner WwW 
and talk ove 
gar if u 
Yard.” 

Said I, 
not need 
net know 

rned 








TRAPHAGEN SCHOOL 


OF FASHION For Results 


TRAINING HERE PAYS LIFE DIVIDENDS 
Summer, Fall aod Winter Courses 
Professional methods day or eve. All 
branches of Fashion for beginners or 
advanced students. Regents’ Credits 


DAY, EVENING & SATURDAY COURSES 
Now forming for Design, Illustration, Cloth- 
ing Construction and all branches of Fashion 
parallel to Day Course unior Classes Sat 


dD s. J 
INTERIOR DECORATION & DISPLAY 


Courses prepare students for the fascinating 
fields of decoration and display in minimum 
time, day or evening. Free Placement 
Bureau. Send for Circ. 5. Phone CO. 5-2077 
REGISTER NOW! Our Graduates in Demand! 
TRAPHAGEN, 1680 Broadway (S2nd St.) New York 19 


Pe. Massapequa 
MARJORIE R. 
Charles E. Krohn Agency 


POST 


Insurance - Real Estate 
Tel. Massapequa 6-0925 and 6-0717 
Brook 
L. C. CLARKE COMPANY 
SERVICE - COURTESY 
EFFICIENCY 


Tel. Stony Brook 37 


Stony 


Bay Shore 


Auto and Other Insurance 
Real Estate Appraisals 
HENNING AGENCY, Realtor 
84 FE. Main St. say Shore 1442 


East Norwich 


Richard Downing & Sons 
GENERAL INSURANCE 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 
Tel. Oyster Bay 592 
North Hempstead Turnpike 








> SCHWARZ 
=) FLORIST 


PHONE 


F Armingdale 2-0816 














Suffolk Typewriter 
Repair Co. 
ROYAL Sales, Ser 
A!) Makes So 
\ Ma 
mw NI 

















Mortgage Money 


Available 

NO APPRAISAI 

The Union Savings Bank 
of Patchogue, N. Y. 


FEES 


Member Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation 














In Amityville It's The 
AMITY AUTO SALES 
Chevrolet Agency 
For Sales and Service 


Accessories 
Tel. 909-910 


Parts and 


Merrick Rd., opp. Park 
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me in the dark to read a “For Sale” 
sign on a piece of property at the 
foot of Ocean Avenue, Amityville. 

This I afterward purchased for 
the Company and had a much 
larger hangar built for them, all 
fenced in. I enjoyed my first ride 
over this beautiful Great South 
Jay. I was a bit worried as to 
just how we would get down again 
but it was much easier than the 
ascent. For the first time I saw 
what the Sperry Stabilizer really 
did and of what great help it was 
to the pilot in handling the con- 
trols. 

Mr. Lawrence Sperry who was 
lost while flying over the English 
Channel December 13, 1924, and 
his father, Mr. Elmer Sperry, were 
wonderful men even outside of 
their inventive ability. I submit 
the following as evidence: Natur- 
ally I was not experienced in the 
building of hangars in 1914 and 
took cuite a loss with the first 
one. This I disclosed to Mr. Law- 
rence Sperry’ the night he had me 
fo dinner. I thought no more 
alont it until his father called me 
to bis office, where I was told to 
prepmie a statement showing my 
actual loss and he would reimburse 

which he did. The first ex- 





perience of tl kind that I had 
ever had. 

One neident and I an 
through. When we were in the 
Brooklyn Navy Yard Mr. Lawrence 
Sperry asked me down at 
4 am. to help them get the plane 
from the hangar down on a Gov 
ernment float and then overboard 
into the East Rive I said to h 
“You will not be there so early | 
am sure”. When I went in tnr« i 
the gates at a quarter to four, 
there was L: ahead of n 

He said one day “Where do you 
lunch the carpen °” 1 told hin 
in the Nav 
had a fine 
each noon 
would take 
Lawrence | 
and had a 

Edito t Griflfing 
vice-president of Bayside Fed 
eral Savings and Lcan A 
founded in 1921 


more 


to come 


wrence 


Summer Hotels I Recall 


George E. Ha Wading River 
The Woodsburg 
ted on the rner of 
and Woodmere Boulevard, 
mere (former! called 
burg), was first 
1888. It we 
Sketched from ! r’, my picture 
would show three or fou 
storied building Mar 
rcof, painted i ! ae LIN 
and uninvitin: 


Pavillion loc 

Broadwi 
Wood 
Woods 
seen 


oved soon afte 


sociation, 


by me in 
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placed on a large plot, and shaded 
by large trees of silver maples and 
affording high shade with 
rood ventilation, with a good view 
the building from the Highway. 
the rear, on the property, was a 
cetrack on which were held run- 
ning and hurdle races in season. 
Beyond this I dare not go; whom 
ot you readers can? 
A faulty 


back to the 


memory also takes me 
early eighties, and a 
hotel that was built at 
Seach at great cost, 
about one mile west of the then 
hot-spot center of Rockaway pro- 
pel Facing the bay and close 
it a large and well built pier 
ljoined the property, extending 
| into the channel, The steam- 
boat from Canarsie made scheduled 
stops daily. It seems it was built 
as a promotional scheme to create 
a real boom in the West 
End. Completed and fully fur- 
nished, it was never opened fo1 
occupancy and after some yeurs it 
was torn down. The zephyrs fron 
the nearby fertilizer factory on 
Barren Island overcame the whe le 
project. Fishing from the pier wa 
supposed to be good and Fathe 
would take his brood dewn fer a 
day’s outing in the hadow 
silence of this deserted spot 
one could hear a fish bite 
when they did 
Having born in Brooklyn, 
when quite young I became slightly 
familiar with the several famous 
hotels at Brighton and Manhattan 


very iarge 


Rockaway 


estate 


and 
, Where 
if and 


been 
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Beaches. Well known for thet: 
magnificent furnishings and excel- 
lent food, with the added attrac- 
tions of Patrick (Patsy) Gilmore’s 
and Philip bands and 
music, of attraction to 
youngsters the displays of 
Paine’s famous fireworks. ‘Twas 
here I saw “The Fall of Vicksburg” 
and the “Destruction of Pompeii”. 
Do any of these hotels remain? 
Or did they go out with the nearby 
famous racetracks and Grandpa's 
money? 

Was deeply 
Tooker’s remarks 
moth Long Beach Hotel and its 
destruction by fire. I was warmed 
by the intense heat at the time. 
In the years it was not operated, 
Long Beach was most desolate; no 
roads led to it. The draw-bridges 
on the L.I.R.R. over all waterways 
were always open. We boys would 
sail from East Rockaway on a 
warm day, take a dip on the bay 
side in our God-given suntanned 
suits, tuck our nuisance suits unde) 
our arms, march across the nar- 
row strip of sand and have ou 
bath in the sea, admired only by 
wild fowl, green flies and mosqui- 
toes. To the latter we were gifts 
from heaven 

Remarks by 
of Garden City 
relative to hi 


Sousa’s 
greate! 
were 


interested in Mr. 


about the mam- 


our “Good” friend 
in the July i: sue, 
having lived in the 
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Delves Liquor Store 
LICENSE L-1382 


201 Broadway. Amityville Tel. 33 


end cottage at Long Beach, rumor 
had it that these company cottages, 
furnished, rented at $1,000 for the 
summer season. Such a sum to a 
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poor kid was fabulovs, and often 
said kid walked along in front of 
these homes, most anxious to see a 
person of such means. The dif- 
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than ‘‘Master-E*chings.”’ Their frosty, lace-like lines are 
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for .zifts be sure to see our crystal displays. 
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SAMMIS TAVERN OF ANCIENT DAYS 


ference between Mr. Good and me 
was that he was on the inside 
looking out, while I was on the 
outside looking in. 

I do hope some reader can tell 
us something of the Howard House 
at East New York that was there 
when raw recruits were in training 
at the time of the Civil War. Also 
of the Massapequa Hotel in the 
village of the same name, and the 
Tackapoosa House farther along 
on the Merrick road a portion of 
which I think still remains. Also 
of a hotel at Sea Cliff, atop the 
cliff that was reached easily from 
the steamboat pier by a little in- 
clined cable railway. 

Editor’s Note—Mr. Hart, widely 
known horticulturist, now valieel, 
is the founder of Hart’s Nurseries, 
Malverne. 

+e + 
Trolleys and Toonervilles 


A couple of pamphlets, namely 
Trolley Lines of the Empire 
State, and Toonervilles of the Em- 
pire State, both compiled by Felix 
E. Reifschneider, a former Long 
Islander now living in Florida, be- 
long on the Long Island Book 
Shelf. The histery of the island’s 
trolleys and “toonervilles” are in- 
cluded in the two compilations. 
They constituted a distinct era in 
transportation here. Beginning in 
the 1890’s and extending into the 
1920’s, the short trolley lines, often 
extending only from a commun- 
ity’s waterfront to its railroad sta- 
tion were a blessing, though a 
somewhat bumpy, uncertain one at 
times, to thousands of pioneer 
commuters, 

Automobiles were for the favored 
few in those days. Horses and 
carriages were a luxury beyond 
the scope of most suburbanites. 
The bicycle was not suitable for 
the tired businessman ‘twixt home 
and station. The trolley alone met 


the emergency, 


opening up outly- 
ing residential 


areas and turning 
more than one erstwhile fishing 
hamlet into a commuting center. 
The history of each individual line 
is briefly told by Mr. Reifschneider. 


4 
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“A Century of Brentwood” 


Under the above title appears 
one of the most interesting Long 
Island books we have read in many 
a day. The author is Verne Dyson, 
village historian of “the 
munity in the pines’, a_ retired 
University professor and author 
who gave a full year to gathering 
information and writing the three 
hundred pages which comprise the 
volume. It was issued as part of 
the centennial which Brentwood 
celebrated on June 16 and 17. 

“A Century of Brentwood” gives 
a complete account of Brentwood’s 
early colony, Modern Times, the 
“red plush” period of the 1880's, 
the various real estate booms 
which enlivened the area, and other 
local historic events down to the 
present. 

The book costs 


com 


$3 and is worth 
more than that to the student of 
island history. It may be obtained 
by addressing The Brentwood Vil- 
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lage Press, Box 413, Brentwood, 
L. I. 


* Oe 
Montauk Fishing Guide 


The Montauk Fishing Guide and 
General Information Handbook, 
covering summer activities at and 
around Long Island’s easternmost 
area, has come to hand. Published 
by the Lions Club and Business- 
men’s Association of Montauk, it 
is a pamphlet worthy of preserva- 
tion as showing to what extent 
this one-time cattle pasturage has 
become a great summer play- 
ground. Bill Cooper, Lions presi- 
dent; Dick Gilmartin, former 
County superintendent of public 
welfare, and others did the com- 
pilation. 


The second revised edition of the 
Directory of Libraries in Nassau 
County has been issued by the 
Nassau County Library Associa- 
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tion, listing alphabetically these in- 
stitutions and data relative thereto. 
It is a well done job, containing 
25 mimeographed pages and covers. 
Those desirous of obtaining copies 
may get particulars from local 
librarians within the county. 

* * 

On Patchogue’s Shorefront 

In addition to the old time sum- 
mer hotels which I mentioned in the 
August Forum, there were the 
Clifton House and Ocean Avenue 
Hotel, Patchogue. Our family 
spent the summer of 1882 at the 
latter and I have a picture taken 
on the beach in front of the hotel 
of its proprietor Sanford Weeks, 
my father and myself as a young- 
ster. 

Let us also not forget the Wat- 
son House on Fire Island Avenue, 
Babylon. It was a good place for 
the “Gay Blades” of its day. 

Frank Gulden, Islip. 
* * * 
Amateur Theatricals 

Mr. Frank Gulden reminds me 
in the August Forum that I should 
have included Stellenwerf’s Lake 
House at East Islip in my story for 
I have many happy memories of 
that hotel. Gardiner Stellenwerf, 
son of the proprietor in the late 
eighties, was a schoolmate of mine, 
and some incidents of a play staged 
there by the East Islip young peo- 
ple at that time still linger in my 
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memory. 

One young man recited Mark 
Antony’s Funeral Oration, and the 
next day at school we were all ask- 
ing each other; “Did this in Ceasar 
seem ambitious?” “The Parade of 
the Dudes” featured Gardiner Stel- 
lenwerf wearing a stovepipe hat 
followed by oiher dudes in derbies, 
carrying canes, circling Stellen- 
werf, swinging their canes toward 
the hat in tune to the music and 
singing “Where did you get that 
hat.” This was followed by “The 
Dudines Response”, with girls 
wearing exaggerated costumes of 
the period, with monocles, 
and carrying tennis raquets, cro- 
quet mallets, and oars. Nearly all 
the actors were schoolmates of 
mine. I met Gardiner Stellenwerf 
several years later as a 
in a New York City 

Ye ! We 


some 


salesman 
bookstore 
made our own fun in 
those days without the accessories 
Mr. and who shall 
say that it was not gocd clean fun 
John Tooker, Babylon 


Gulden names, 


Summer Hotel of 1900 
Henry 
The very interesting article 

concerning old summer hotels on 
Long Island by Mr. John Tooke: 
brought to mind a happy and care 


sooth Moore, Greenport 
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free boyhocd at the Booth House 
on the Bay- at Greenport. This 
Hotel has been in continuous op- 
eration for eighty years except for 
a two and one-half year period 
when it was used as a Coast Guard 
Base during the Second World 
War. 

This old summer hotel was es- 
tablished by Henry Booth who was 
a carpenter by trade and, from a 
modest beginning, grew so that by 
1900 it was a poor season when 
the Hotel did not average sevent,- 
five persons during the months of 
July and August. 

It was before the days of the in- 

Continued on page 182 
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Fabric As A Keynote To Fashion 


With summer’s informality be- 
hind us thoughts turn to evening 
clothes with just a touch of the 
regal look. Such a gown is this 
chartreuse silk satin by Nettie 
Rosenstein, which was presented 
in a recent style show given by 
Traphagen School of Fashion. New 
York. A_ strapless fitted bodice, 
graceful skirt and slightly jutting 
hips achieved by “pockets” accented 
with buttons at each side, make a 
slender waistline look even more 
fragile. 


The fashion show in which the 
dress was modeled was based on a 
novel theme—‘“Fabric As A Key- 
note To Fashion’—and the collec- 
tion of costumes included silks, 
wools, rayons, linens, cottons, and 
nylons in their many variations of 
weave and texture. It offered an 
opportunity to compare beautiful 
modern textiles with some of the 
fine old fabrics of the past seen in 
costumes of the last hundred years 





from the Traphagen Museum Col 
lection. 

Traphagen students do the model- 
ing in all the fashion shows this 
well-known school presents, giving 
the pupils practical experience in 
staging such affairs while still in 
school. Bernice Oring, design stu- 
dent, who wears the gown shown 
here, gets a thrill out of parading 
the runway before a smart audi- 
ence, but she is also enabled to do 
some “living research” in seeing 
the old costumes—museum pieces 
—actually modeled in the spirit of 
their era, besides getting the feel 
of today’s high style market fron 
the new gowns. Learning how to 
run a style show of their own may 
be very important to hef and he1 
classmates in leading to success in 
their future careers. 
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ternal combustion engine and if 
you wanted to get out on the water, 
you had to sail or row. There 
were four or five party boats cap- 
tained by local baym«e moored at 
the Hotel deck. The guests would 
charter these boats by the da 
week or for the season. Or, 
if the person was ufficiently 
skilled in the art of sailing, he 
could hire a cat-beat by the week 
and te on his own. The favorite day 
sail would ke around Shelter 
Island or down to Gardiner’s 
Island 

As soon as the New York City 
schools were closed, families would 


entire 


come very often for the entire sea- 
son or, perhaps, for the month of 
July or August and then spend the 
other summe month on the south 
side of the islar at Bellport o 
the Hamptor tw not 

men to have fif to t t 
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nah Ellsworth, who was with the 
family for twenty-seven years un- 
til after the Hotel had been sold by 
the Booth family. She was an ex- 
tremely capable person who could 
do everything about a home so 
well and still with so little ap- 
parent effort. 

Alas, I have strayed from old 
summer hotels to other things. 

Editor’s Note—Mr. Moore is one 
of the east end’s well known coun- 
sellors-at-law. 


Watercolor of Richmond 


Some time if you visit the Cold 
Spring Harbor Whaling Museum 
you will see a watercolor of the 
wreck of the Richmond, narrated 
in the July Forum. It was made 
from a description of the incident 
by another uncle of mine, a mem- 
ber of the crew that survived. 

George E. Winters, 
Westhampton Beach. 


* . * 


The Forum is splendid; always 
interesting and informative. Hen- 
rietta (Mrs. Frank L.) Newton, 
Lake Ronkonkoma. 


Old Time Rhyme 


Very many years ago an old 
Leng Island resident told me the 
following lines which she said 
someone had written about a man 
who had a cross wife. I wonder if 
any ieader can place them? 


The children of Israel prayed for 
food 
And the Lord he sent them 
Manna, 
But Peter Doe he got him a wife 
And the Devil sent him Hannah. 
Mrs. Wm. T. Remmey, 
Southbury, Ct. 


I see that Publisher Paul Bailey 
of the Long Island Forum was 
General Chairman of the Amity- 
ville Centennial Celebration and 
that the week-long program was 
declared the biggest anniversary 
event in the history of that village. 
Coneratulations. 

1.V. Smallwood, Far Rockaway 
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